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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 What a beautiful job the choir did leading 
us in worship on Sunday!  Thank you to all of you 
who worshipped with us in person and online.  
Sorry that the audio quality wasn’t the best on the 
web stream.  You’d think that 
after nearly two years we’d have 
it down, but we’ll try to figure 
what was amiss soon.  If you 
missed it, you can watch the re-
cording here; just try to ignore the 
crackling/popping. 
 I continue to think about 
the title song, “The Thrill of 
Hope.”  It takes us back to that 
first Christmas in dark Bethlehem.  We aren’t en-
tirely sure when that first Christmas was exactly, 
but of course tradition tells us it’s this time of 
year, which also happens to be the darkest time, 
when nights are longest in the Northern Hemi-
sphere.  
 The words go, “You can see [hope] in a 
mother’s eyes; you can hear it in a baby’s cry; you 
can feel it in the darkest night.”  Most directly, 
those words point us to Jesus.  Here, on this dark-
est of nights, in the humblest of settings, in the 
messiness and pain of birth, the Hope of the world 
was born.  The people walking by had no idea, but 
there in that manger was God’s love made flesh. 
 But these words carry on down to us to-
day.  If God could do something so miraculous in 
the ordinary of Bethlehem, surely he can do it 
right here as well.  How do we embody the hope 
of God in our everyday lives?  How do we show 
the world that we have a hope beyond understand-
ing in our lives: as we work, as we’re with family, 
as we shop?  How do people see Jesus in us? 
 I love the particular language of the “thrill 
of hope,” most famously in “O Holy Night.”  How 

often do we “thrill” when we think about the hope 
of Christmas?  It’s exciting that God chose to 
come into this world and save us!  It’s exciting 
that he works through the ordinary!  It’s thrilling 

that we have eternal life 
because of the life, death, 
and resurection of his 
son!  But how often do 
we feel thrilled?  How 
often people see thrill 
within us? 
 I hope you can 
find that thrill this Christ-
mas!  From the joy of 
family gathered, or to 

serving those in need, or of worshipping together, 
or of seeing the joy of children, be sure to pay at-
tention to the hope of Christmas made real and 
find the thrill in that!  Let’s live out the thrill of 
hope this Christmas!  Let our neighbors see the joy 
of the sure hope that we have because Jesus came 
into the world. 
 I want to extend a very hearty “Merry 
Christmas” to you all (hence why I’m looking 
more and more like Ol’ Saint Nick every day…)!  
I wish I could share these greetings personally 
with each of you, but please know how much it 
thrills me to be in partnership with all of you in 
proclaiming hope to our neighbors.  Thank you for 
the love you’ve shown Connie and me, especially 
lately with cards and gifts.  They each mean so 
much! 
 One primary challenge for many of our 
neighbors is food insecurity.  Especially this time 
of year, with schools out and extra bills, it can be 
hard to keep everyone fed.  In honor of you and as 
an extension of our ministry to this community, 
I’ve made donations to SAFE Food Pantry and  

Continued on page 2 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP & STUDY  

• December 26th:  Sunday School @ 9:30 am 
followed by In-house worship service @ 
10:30 am & online via Zoom @ following 
link: https://nccumc.zoom.us/j/772544684  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
• Thurs, December 23rd:  No Choir Practice 

this week 
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Meals on Wheels of Alamance County.  I 
know that many of you both serve and receive 
support from these ministries and so it makes 
sense to support their work in our community.  
I encourage you to visit the websites linked 
above or contact me to learn more—perhaps 
you could use their assistance, or you could 
support them with your resources or time, or 
maybe both! 
 We gather to worship together at the 
graveyard Friday at 4:30 for the Memorial 
Association’s Memorial Service and at 5:00 in 
the sanctuary for our traditional Christmas 
Eve service.  I hope you can join us for this 
time of praise and thanksgiving.  I know, 
however, many of you will be traveling; wher-
ever you are, whether it’s around the dinner 
table or at another church, be sure to pause to 
return to God thanks for the thrilling gift of 
himself in that baby born in Bethlehem.  Let 
us see with new eyes this Christmas the thrill 
of hope! 
 

Grace for the journey, 

Pastor Ben 

NOTICE!  No Newsletter next week as we take 
a break for Christmas and New Years.  We pray 
that everyone has blessed and joyful Christmas 
and New Years celebrations and look forward 
to serving again in 2022! 

https://nccumc.zoom.us/j/772544684
http://www.alamancemow.org/
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A big thank you to all who have volunteered to operate our Snack Pack 
mission this school year!  Following is the schedule for the school year.  
Please let me know if you have a conflict and need assistance. 
 
Snack Pack Dates to Deliver 2021 - 2022 School Year 

Please make sure all bags are at the school the day before they are set to be 
delivered to the kids (by Thursday).  Our day to deliver is Monday. 

Below are the days the snack packs will be delivered to the kids.   
If bad weather is suspected, please drop them off ASAP so we can get 

them out sooner if possible.   
December 6, 13 – John & Sheila Greeson deliver 
January 3, 10, 18* (20 last day that week), 24, 31 – George Todd delivers 
February 7, 14, 21, 28 - John & Sheila Greeson deliver 
March 7, 14, 21, 28 – Rev. Ben Wolf delivers 
April 4, 11* (14 last day that week), 25 – George Todd delivers 
May 2,9,16, 23, 30 – Gayle Goodburn & Jerri Sharpe deliver 
 
 
Packers for 2021 -2022 School year – Pack before the delivery dates listed 
above. 
December – Rachel Paris & Paula Ellis 
January – Nina Greeson & Gina Potts 
February – Faith & Gerald Paris 
March – Rachel Paris & Paula Ellis 
April – Sheila & John Greeson 
May – Mary Jane, Brenda, & June 
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The spread of COVID-19 has increased dramatically and we are now asking for masks to again be worn in the 
church. 
Worship services are each Sunday at 10:30. As it is safe for you, we hope you can join in-person worship! 
However, for those at higher risks of serious sickness, you are invited to continue worshipping online.  To 
worship virtually, visit https://nccumc.zoom.us/j/772544684.  If you don’t have a smart device or have trouble 
with your internet connection, call (301) 715-8592 and enter the Meeting ID 772 544 684## to worship by 
phone call.  If you need a toll free option, please let Pastor Ben know.  Services are also streamed on our 
YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0qb1Jd37GODV6_42SR5jXg).  
When you join us in person, we ask that you please follow these guidelines: 
• Wear a mask or face covering while in the building . Disposable masks are available at both entrances.  
• Wash your hands frequently. Hand sanitizer is available at the entrances. 
• Do not attend in-person if you or someone in your home is feeling ill at all, especially with these symptoms: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html 
• Consider continuing to worship at home if you are at high risk for severe complications (https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/). 
• Still haven’t gotten your shot yet? I encourage you, in consultation with your doctor or pharmacist, to get 
vaccinated!  To get it at the Alamance County Health Department, visit www.vaccinatealamance.com or call 
336-290-0650.  You can find other vaccination sites at https://myspot.nc.gov/. 

We know these guidelines can change the experience of coming to God's house.  Thank you for following 
them so we can continue to safely welcome all to worship together with us! 

During the 2020 Memorial Association Business Meeting, the membership approved the sale of 50 cemetery 
plots to non-church members.  The plots are located in the rear section of Section II of the cemetery and will 
be sold for $2,000.00 each to raise much-needed capital for the upkeep of the cemetery for years to come. 
 
Before reaching out to local funeral services, the Association will allow church and Association members the 
opportunity to make these available to extended family members or friends who might be seeking burial 
plots.   
 
If you know of anyone seeking a plot, have them call an officer of the Association for details.  The following 
are officers of the Association and Cemetery Committee: Brad Andrews, Dennis Cole, Debbie Cole, George 
Todd, David Whitfield, Donna Sharpe, John Greeson, Bobby Holt, and Gerald Paris.  You can also send John 
Greeson an email at: Greaseman1@triad.rr.com or text him at 336-380-7586.  

Cemetery Plots Available for Non-church Members 

https://nccumc.zoom.us/j/772544684?fbclid=IwAR2ZLu720zq1tDFMNLLKJf21bmxw-9vkVpequjRI7q-jYgkjKiRa5plGiHk
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/
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https://www.facebook.com/AlamanceCountyHealthDept/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVfJYSiTiNlug64GM28l31O-0UzI5BETC3yH3vPlP3BVrDefg74hPsbby9DDUHmcwByVqCgYKGOuJB8pmDeNM8pribq1WL53Zb0RQbUzIWdWPPnmX7aOpnkvjUKkzWx_8quDyAN3YgvxxkFfoIHSeA2&__tn__=kK-R
http://www.vaccinatealamance.com/?fbclid=IwAR3qU-FIb7ZZ3R4wqCmoiI4L7TW8h2FWUY_POgfJZPBXh6NhXtJJvlAnN5k
https://myspot.nc.gov/?fbclid=IwAR3elYFp-KKEZYY8MfemsQUyoH12wvG387DBgSAe973OOUC8VN2FTlNo6bM
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While it’s always best to find a local business to support, sometimes 
there’s nowhere else to look but Amazon. If you shop on Ama-
zon.com, did you know you can donate ½% of your items’ cost to 
the church? This costs nothing to you! There are only three things 
you have to do: 
1. Go to https://bit.ly/salemsmile 
2. Login if necessary and then click “Start Shopping.” 

3. All you have to do from now on is be sure to go to 

smile.amazon.com to shop instead of just amazon.com. 
. 
Do you use the Amazon app to shop? Now you can support the 
church while shopping on the app as well. After you have followed 
the above steps, also: 
1. Open the Amazon Shopping App on your device. 

2. Go into the main menu of the app (look for something like 三) 

& then go to settings. 
3. Tap ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the on-screen instructions to 

complete the process. For more information, visit this page. 
 
Let Pastor Ben know if you have any questions! 

https://bit.ly/salemsmile
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=15576745011
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1.  Mail Checks to the Church Mailing Address 
Thank you to everyone who does this already! Checks can made out to Salem United Methodist 
Church and mailed to: 

Salem United Methodist Church 
  4471 Salem Church Road 
  Haw River, NC 27258-9415 
 
2.  Did you know that many banks offer a free Bill Pay option?  I usually use this and it’s very easy.  Typi-
cally, you login to your online banking account and you can set up either a one-time or recurring payment to 
the church.  Then your bank prints and sends a check directly to the church, usually all at no cost to you.  Talk 
to your banker about it or look on their website; here are some examples: State Employees’ Credit Un-
ion, Wells Fargo, Truliant, & PNC.  Whenever you give by cash or check, there are no processing fees-all of 
your gift goes to the ministries of the Church. 
 
3.  Give Online 
We’re excited to offer a new way to support the ministries of the church: online giving.  All you need to do is 
visit https://bit.ly/give2salem , fill in your information, and complete your gift!  With convenience, though, 
there is a slight fee.  Credit and debit card gifts have about a 3% fee and bank drafts (ACH/eCheck) have 
about a 1% fee.  You’ll notice when you give, the “Cover Fees” box is checked so that your gift is increased to 
cover the processing fees so the church is able to get your entire gift.  If you’re able, please leave that box 
checked so the church can receive your full gift. 
 

Please contact Pastor Ben if you have any questions ! 

Please help lead worship! 
 

We are still in need of folks to sign up to help lead our worship ser-
vices.   You can lead from the Pulpit if you are attending  services in 
the Sanctuary or you can either pre-record (audio or video...Pastor 

Ben can help you with this) your portion or do so by live Zoom feed if 
you are worshiping remotely.  Please contact Pastor Ben and let him 

know if you are interested.   

We are in need of additional choir members, especially tenors and bass.  As you can tell 
(and hear), the back row is getting mighty thin.  And just think guys, if you are in the choir 
and anyone asks whether you’ve been behaving yourself, you can say with the utmost   
sincerity, “Hey, I’m a choir boy!” (Note: has not worked for me!) 

https://www.ncsecu.org/OnlineServices/BillPay.html
https://www.ncsecu.org/OnlineServices/BillPay.html
https://www.wellsfargo.com/online-banking/bill-pay/
https://www.truliantfcu.org/Ways-to-Bank/Online-Banking/Online-Payments-Transfers
https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking/banking/online-and-mobile-banking/online-banking.html
https://bit.ly/give2salem


Middle School Youth – Macie has stepped up and volunteered to lead the Middle School youth pro-
grams!  These may not be every Sunday we meet, but there will be some meetings that the middle school 
youth can break away and have their own programs. 

 

 

Missions – We are already discussing some potential mission projects.  There will be more to come! 

 

Sun, Dec 19 – No meeting  
Sun, Jan 9th - Meeting @4pm in Fellowship Hall – Lane has snack and program  
 
NOTE:  If any of our HS Juniors or Seniors are interested in being Staffers-in-Training.  It is virtual (Jan 10-13, 7-
8pm) or in-person (Fri, Jan 14 – Sun, Jan 16).   Check with Kristen for details. 

 

Upcoming Youth Group Events: 
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We are happy to announce that all Children’s Activities have resumed!                  
This includes Children’s Sunday School, Sr. High Sunday School, Lighthouse Kids, 
and Nursery.   

We are now offering a new Sunday School Class for Middle School aged folks 
(6th through 8th grades).  We have a great teacher who has stepped up to 
lead the class and know it will be a blessing to this age group.  So,  bring 
your middle agers and see God’s Kingdom grow! 

 



• Susan Wolf (Pastor Ben’s Mom) - 
continued prayers for improve-
ments following hospitalization 

• Judy Shambley - heart issues & si-
nus infection 

• Mark Isley - continued prayers for 
improvement following surgery 

• Baby Salem (Mark & Lynne Isley’s 
granddaughter) - having surgery 
to implant tubes in her ears 

• Family friends of Charlotte Rogers 
in hospital in Chapel Hill 

• Adam (Frank & Jan Sady’s grand-
son 

• Carolyn (Frank & Jan Sady’s 
granddaughter) - COVID 

• Richard & Chandler (friends of 
Donna Sharpe) - hospitalized 

• Teresa, Henry & Todd Wood 
(friends of Vy Franklin) 

• Mike Smith family 
 

• Birthdays: Roland Crawford 
• Anniversaries: Eddie & Judy 

Shambley, Donna Sharpe’s par-
ents 

• Cathy Sharpe’s final radiation 
treatment & initial indications 
her cancer has gone(Tracy Ag-
new’s Mom) 

• Tracy Agnew’s Dad getting good 
news on blood tests 
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This week we lift up our praises 
 to God for: 

This week we lift up our 
prayers to God for: 

“God knows what we are going 

through when we grieve, and He 

wants to assure us of His love and 

concern.  He also wants us to turn to 

Him and bring our heartaches and 

burdens to Him.” 
 
Billy Graham 

December 22, 2021 


