
The Salem Weekly Update 
Salem Community Church Newsletter - Published Weekly 

January 11, 2023 

Pastor (Pending) 
Music Director 

Peggy Crabtree 
Caretaker 

Jerri Sharpe 
Sound/Video/Technology 

Ron Goras, Kai VandeVisser 
 

 

Phone:  336-376-6513 
Email: SalemCommunityChurchNC@gmail.com  
Website: http://www.salemcommunitychurch.com/    
Facebook:  https://facebook.com/

SalemCommunityChurchNC  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/

@SalemCommunityChurchNC  

A NOTE FROM JOHN 
 On New Year's Day, Jan Sady delivered a 
great sermon on “New Beginnings” based primari-
ly on Isaiah Chapter 43.  What a powerful sermon 
for our first Sunday as Salem Community Church.  
Then this past Sunday, I shared with you the strug-
gles King Solomon expressed in his autobiog-
raphy, Ecclesiastes.  One statement he made in 
Chapter 1 (verses 9 and 10) really struck me 
around about Saturday evening.  He states that, 
“What has been will be again, what has been done 
will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun.  Is there anything of which one can say, 
Look!  This is something new?”  I’ve often strug-
gled with the concept of “new.”  Oh, it is simple 
when I go to get a new tool, a new car, a new toy 
of some sort.  But when we consider “newness” as 
it applies to what we do day-to-day, as I men-
tioned Sunday, things get cloudy.  Is there really 
anything new? 
 Consider this, a little over 179 years ago if 
you wanted to send a message from the East Coast 
to the West Coast, the quickest way to send it was 
via the Pony Express.  It would take 10 days, if the 
weather cooperated and nothing happened.  In 
May of 1844, a man by the name of Samuel Morse 
dramatically changed that when he sent a message 
from the Supreme Court chambers in the US Capi-
tal (no Supreme Court building until 1935) to a 
station in Baltimore Maryland using his Morse 
Code.  Suddenly, the same message could be sent 
in a matter of seconds instead of 10 days.  Was 
this new?  Well, the time it took was certainly 
changed, but in essence, the same thing was being 
done, a message was being sent.  The “new thing” 
was the method of getting the message there.  Per-
haps I can somewhat come to grips with Solo-
mon’s statement by recognizing that what hap-
pened was new, and yet the same.   

 Sometimes I agree with Solomon, we 
might be doing different “things”, but they are on-
ly ways of doing the same thing.  Did you notice 
that during the past couple of weeks our services 
seemed to look and sound the same and yet 
seemed a little different?  That is the way life 
goes.  A dear friend of mine recently told me God 
does something different every single day.  And so 
do we.  Sometimes it is so miniscule we don’t 
even notice.  Sometimes it is gigantic that it over-
whelms us.  As Jan, Frank and I sat down a few 
weeks ago to try and map out our sermons for the 
next couple of months, we made a conscious effort 
to not change a lot.  On 1 January, the service was 
almost the very same as previous weeks.  Last 
Sunday was a little different.  This coming Sun-
day, well, it might be even a little different but not 
much…in fact, it might even look more like previ-
ous services than this past Sunday.   
 In a way, that is in line with what we 
wanted.  The same…yet different.  My friend says 
that is what God so often does to us.  We start a 
day just as we always do and then, something 
changes that we don’t even notice.  Often someone 
will remark to me about something different, 
something that I totally didn’t notice, I simply 
missed it (the ladies can certainly attest to how us 
guys simply don’t notice things we should…won’t 
spend any time on this observation!).  Then again, 
sometimes things change in a BIG way.  Bad news 
about a family member or dear friend.  Sometimes 
the progress of age creeps up on us, sometimes it 
hits us fast and life can change in an instant.  Boy, 
life under the sun, is full of frustration and yet joy.  
We are frustrated over the loss of loved ones and 
yet take joy over knowing they are with God.  
How can we deal with this life under the sun?  As 
I said Sunday, we can’t unless we face it with the 
Son.   Continued on page 2 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP & STUDY  

• Sunday, January 15th:  Worship service @ 
10:30 am & online via our YouTube Chan-
nel: https://www.youtube.com/
@SalemCommunityChurchNC   

 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
• Tonight, Wednesday, January 11th:  Dinner 

@ Mebane Hursey's @ 6:30 pm - all invited  

• Thursday, January 12
th

: Choir Practice @ 
6:00 pm (come on, you know you want to join) 

• Sunday, January 15th:  Youth Group Meeting 
@ 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 
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The New Disciples Class is still 
selling dishrags to fund their     
mission and teaching activities.  
The dishrags will sale for $2.00 
each.  Please see any member of 
the class to get yours soon.    

There’s still 1 copy of the above picture 
of the old wooden Salem church left.  If 
interested in an 8x10 copy the cost is $5.  
Contact Sheila Greeson to get your copy.  
Profits go to the Building and Mainte-
nance Fund. 

 Are things ever new?  Well, stay 
tuned this Sunday as we explore the be-
ginning of things in a quick review of 
Genesis Chapters 1 and 2.  It might take a 
few minutes to get through, but it will be 
fast compared to the actual beginning of 
time.  Interesting how that works…we 
spend about 30 minutes or less to go 
through 7 days (plus or minus) of creation.  
We (at least I) sure like to move fast.  
Hopefully you will find it interesting how 
Life Under the Sun got started…God 
Bless and hope to see you Sunday. 
 
 
 In Christ 

     John 
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Thank you for continuing to support the Snack Pack Ministry at AWS  
The MIM can’t thank you enough for all those who have helped our FOOD DRIVE!  Here is 
a list of what we still need:  171 boxes Mac n cheese; 26 Individual cookie packs 
 
Here is the list of workers for the remaining school year: 
January – Nina Greeson & Gina Potts Pack/George Todd Deliver 
February – Faith & Gerald Paris Pack/John & Sheila Greeson Deliver 
March – Sheila & John Greeson Pack/Roy & Jerri Sharpe Deliver 
April – Rachel Paris & Wanda Andrews Pack/George Todd Deliver 
May – Mary Jane, & June Pack/Debbie Stump & Jerri Sharpe Deliver (Also June)  

Cemetery Plots Available for Non-church Members 

During the 2020 Memorial Association Business Meeting, the membership approved the sale of 50 cemetery 
plots to non-church members.  The plots are located in the rear section of Section II of the cemetery and will 
be sold for $2,000.00 each to raise much-needed capital for the upkeep of the cemetery for years to come. 
 
Church and Association members can make these available to extended family members or friends who 
might be seeking burial plots.   
 
If you know of anyone seeking a plot, have them call an officer of the Association for details.  The following 
are officers of the Association and Cemetery Committee: Brad Andrews, Dennis Cole, Betty Williams, 
George Todd, David Whitfield, Donna Sharpe, John Greeson, Bobby Holt, Debbie Cole and Gerald Paris.  
You can also send John Greeson an email at: Greaseman1@triad.rr.com or call/text him at 336-380-7586.  
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1.  Mail Checks to the Church Mailing Address 
Thank you to everyone who does this already! Checks can made out to Salem United Methodist 
Church and mailed to: 

Salem Community Church 
  4924 Salem Church Road 
  Haw River, NC 27258-9415 
 
2.  Did you know that many banks offer a free Bill Pay option?  I usually use this and it’s very easy.  Typi-
cally, you login to your online banking account and you can set up either a one-time or recurring payment to 
the church.  Then your bank prints and sends a check directly to the church, usually all at no cost to you.  Talk 
to your banker about it or look on their website; here are some examples: State Employees’ Credit Un-
ion, Wells Fargo, Truliant, & PNC.  Whenever you give by cash or check, there are no processing fees-all of 
your gift goes to the ministries of the Church. 
 
 

Please help lead worship! 
 

We are still in need of folks to sign up to help lead our worship        
services.   Please contact John Greeson and let him know if you are 

interested.   

We are in need of additional choir members.  As the church begins a new season of wor-
ship, we need to increase our choir numbers to lead our congregation in one of the most 
important facets of worship: music.  Some of you might not think you are good enough to 
join the choir, but you are mistaken.  Some of us who are now members were a little sur-
prised when we first started.  When the voices are combined, it really does come out 
sounding great.  Please Help! 

https://www.ncsecu.org/OnlineServices/BillPay.html
https://www.ncsecu.org/OnlineServices/BillPay.html
https://www.wellsfargo.com/online-banking/bill-pay/
https://www.truliantfcu.org/Ways-to-Bank/Online-Banking/Online-Payments-Transfers
https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking/banking/online-and-mobile-banking/online-banking.html
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Upcoming Youth Group Events: 
 
 

Sunday January 15
th

 – Youth Group meeting @4pm in Fellowship Hall 
Saturday February 11

th
 – Compass Healthcare Bingo @2pm 

Saturday April 23
rd

, 2023 – Community Day @ Chestnut Ridge, 3-7pm (TBD) 
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This week we lift up our praises 
 to God for: 

This week we lift up our 
prayers to God for: 

“God knows what we are going 

through when we grieve, and He 

wants to assure us of His love and 

concern.  He also wants us to turn to 

Him and bring our heartaches and 

burdens to Him.” 
 
Billy Graham 

 

January 1, 2022 

• Birthdays:  Michelle (Bobby & 
Mitzy Long’s daughter), Bonnie 
Smith, Becky & Leo Richardson 
(Patricia Dodson’s sister & broth-
er-in-law) 

• A great note of thanks to the 
church from the McPherson fam-
ily for the love and support the 
church showed during the past 3 
months following the loss of their 
Mother & Father...we lost cher-
ished members of our church 
family! 

• All the prayers and support for 
Nina Greeson at the loss of her 
sister, Claudette. 

• Julie Cox is finally back home to 
recover from burns.  While im-
proving much prayer is needed 
for healing.   

• Our wonderful Lighthouse Kids 
& leaders who provided support 
to Julie Cox this past Sunday... 

 
 

• Julie Cox - Recovering from surgery  
following severe burns as a result of 
the fire that consumed their barn, 
and the loss of their animals...we 
need to also be in prayer for Dennis 
as he navigates this challenge 

• Dale Crutchfield family at his pass-
ing (friends of Mike and Janie Page) 

• Wesley Scott (friend of Dennis & 
Debbie Cole) - suffering from demen-
tia ; also pray for his family  

• Family of Lucas Nagel (friends of 
Greg & Grace VandeVisser) who lost 
his life from PTSD 

 


